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Situation in the Negev / Naqab

The end of 2022 brought the most right-wing, extremist, racist,
ultra-nationalist government in the history of Israel. This added
additional stresses to an already severe situation in the Negev
region. The hopes for change and improvement in the lives of
Bedouin citizens and residents from the inclusion of the United
Arab List as part of the previous coalition government did not
materialize. On the contrary, we witnessed one of the most violent
repression of dissidents during the protests in January 2022 Sawa'’s
event. In addition to increased police violence, the Negev/Naqab
region is experiencing an increase in the proliferation of guns and
gun violence as clearly documented in the joint report “Naqab/
Negev Assessment: Gun Proliferation & Violence and Their Impact
on Women”, which our sister organization Gun Free Kitchen Tables
(GFKT) prepared in cooperation with NCF in 2022. This is on top
of the many unresolved issues that have plagued the Bedouin
community since the establishment of the State of [srael in 1948.

2022 also marked a deterioration of the human rights of Bedouin
communities in the Negev/Nagab as documented in the NCF’s
report published in December 2022. Some of the aspects in which
we saw worrying developments include:

Freedom of protest and repression: we encountered several
cases of repression of local activists. The cases of Mariam Abu
Kwider and Watan Mahdi, both female Arab students at the Ben
Guirion University, are clear illustrations of this. Miriam and Watan
participated in peaceful protests in May 2022 (for the Kkilling
of journalist Shereen Abu Aqgleh and at a Nakba demonstration
respectively). Both were either arrested or summoned to
disciplinary proceedings.

Forced evictions and home demolitions: Besides an
unprecendented number of home demolitions, the construction
of the Jewish village of Hiran (on the same land of the Bedouin
village of Umm al-Hiran), has resumed. There are still hundreds
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of Bedouin residents that still live there, and have no housing
solutions. Furthermore, the Israel Land Authority decided to renew
the contract with the KKL-JNF in order to “protect the land” (“of
invaders') and resumed their afforestation works.

Food Insecurity: Based on a report by the local media outlet,
SocialTV, it would take about 100 million dollars to solve the issue
of food insecurity in Israel. This is less than 0.2% of the current
Government's budget. Furthermore, Israeli citizens throw away
about 5 billion dollars worth of food each year. If families in Israel
would reduce food waste by at least 25%, this could change the
lives of many families that are most affected by poverty and food
insecurity. To put this in perspective, one fifth of the population in
Israel - 2.8 Million suffers from food insecurity, including about 1
million children.

Children’s status in the Negev-Naqgab: the Negev Bedouin
population continues to be the poorest in Israel, with 79.6% of its
children living below the poverty line and thousands lacking any
form of educational framework (17% of all children of school/
kindergarten age). When it comes to accessibility to basic services,
Bedouin kids in the Negev have been struggling for years due to a
lack of basic access to internet infrastructure and computer literacy.
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