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The Arab-Bedouin
Communities
of the Naqab

The Bedouin communities of the
Wegev-Nagab are an indigenous
minority with a particular way of life.
They are among the most
marginalized proupsin Israsl today.

The Bedouin communities live in
three different types of settlements:
seven government-planned townships
11 recoenized villages and 33 villages
that the State refuses to recognize.
Thiz population of approximately
200,000 people, continuously
experiences the effects of the State’s
eviction policy and foreed
dizplacement.

Photo: Township of AI-Lagiyyih,
by Elicome Ireme, February, 2021



Rightto life,
liberty & security
of person

Unrecognized Villages

Bedouvin communities in the MagabMegevbear
the un. LE[..CT[:-—HL—:I'LD::-{‘ a histosic [and
conflictwith the state. Thourh marmy villases
pradats t1 g state of [zrasl, thevdo not existon
state maps, 2nd remain unaccountad for in
regional development plans,

All 35 willapes date at least to the 1930 Vat,
their hL:-I:"‘:l."-. has been srased frompublic
..-\.11.:..|.-\.-'L-:‘1'|.—:‘: ano th—‘lif—:-l.{-—ﬂl:- Ccofsitar=0
illezal I:1.=']:EE-E-—:I.:-C1'L state land. This population
of approxmately 120,000 peopleis denizd
every loind of baszic service, including:
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electricity

sewags traztment

running water

internat commaction

access to health climes, davears
centers, aducational institutions
roads and bus stops

littons, Bedouin communities
e rexpenenceprofound
EConoMmic 111:', 30 Lu..almaFmﬂLzau"rL
30 of residentz in th— varecosnized villages
live below the povertyline. Villazers are deniad
aceess to building permits and planming
resouress, while offersd noopportenity for legal
and sustainable development.

Photo: Tillage of Khasim Zannih,
&y Eliarnne Kremer June 24, 2021




Recognition

11 willages have been oficdally recopmizad
b the state but have not gained
clinics, schools, orbasic service(
water, sewage). Thair residents livain
essentially the same conditions as
vnracopnized villages, victim to thesame
dizeriminatory hovsing policiss.

Thus far, recoenition has failed toprovide
for the basic civil rights of these
communites. Yet recopmbion remains
crueial for thevery prospect of gaining suc
rights.

On Movember 3rd, 2021 the Cabinat
approved a decision torecogmize three
villages— Ehafim Zamnih Fakhamshand
Abéih— but vnder the condition that at
least 7% of the resident= move to a
territory whoss bomiers have not vet been

dafined.

MCF svpports therecosnition of Bedouin
villages, a tvpe of recosnition thatis based
on full participation ofthe Badoun
communities and respect for thair
indigenous lifestvle Corrently for thethres
villages, racognitionis onlva declaration.

flegalizahonand resettlament
have wat to begin.
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Photo: Village of As-Sirrah,
by Tasmin al-Amour, June 24, 2021



Rightto civil
services &
representation

Statistical Gaps

There is no accurate data about the actual
number of people living in the
unrecopnized villapes. The Israel Central
Bureau of Statistics refrains from
carrymng outa proper Census m the
unrecopnized villapes. See NCF s
position paper on this topic:
https:bit Iy 3xSheed

Residents of uvnrecopnized villages are
remistered with the name of their tribe, a
fictional category with no political
reprezentation, and are unable to vote in
municipal elections. With such
significant statistical gaps, even
recognized Bedouin localities strugple to
gain adequate funding for health,
education and welfare zervices

Photo: Village of al-Furah,
Anomymous, February 21, 2021



Rightto Security of
Person

Demonstrations and Police
Vielence

On February 22nd, a state operation plowed
2,300 dunamsz of land actively cultivated by
the Bedouin, and cot off a pipe providing water
for three villages, al-Garrah, Al-Ru’'aysand
Sa‘wah. Residents of nearby villages and
supporters participated in a demonstration
against the operation, calling for recopnition of
their villages, and requesting the State to stop
demolitions. 13 people were detained by
police.

The 15 detainees were locked into one police
vehicle from the morning until the evening
hours and aftererards interrogated at length
without access to water or food. They were not
given their basic right to consult with a lawyer.
MNCF objects to the excessive use of force mn
thiz incident and in others, in which police
have responded vielently to Bedouin-Isracl
citizens exercizing their right to free spesch.

FPhoto: Weekly protest in al-Aragih,
anomymouns, November 2021



Right to Security of
Person

Demonstrations and
Police Violence




Rightto Security
of Person

Shelterfrom Air
Missiles

The Iron Dome does not provide
coverage for the unrecognized villages,
which are classified az “open spaces.”

Yet over a 100,000 people live in these
“open spaces,” many also lacking
bomb shelters.

During last escalation, rockets fell in
two Bedoumn wvillages, Abu Grinit and
Aowajan, injuring the residents. The
residents were not even alarmed.

In the government-planned townships,
most homes do not have =zafe rooms.

Phota: Childrenfrom an
unrecognizedvillage seeking
Frotection under a car during

wartime,
Anomymous, May 2021



Rightto Adequate
Housing

Demolitions

Tens of thousands of peoplelive in
homes under demolition orders,
usually because theyare not granted
building permits.

Although the Ministry of Justice
committed to halt residential home
demolitions durng the pandemie,
authorities continued to distribute
demolition warrants and carry out
demolitions.

Every year, the State demolishes an
average of 2,300 structures in the
Wagab. In eight years, between 2013-
2020, 13263 were demolished in the

Rt FS LA

Magab.

Photo: Demolition of Az=-Zarnug,
by Amal Abu Qidir, Sepiember
2021




Rightto Physical
Health

Unequal Accessto
Care

Fesidents of unrecognized willages do
not have properaccess toclinics and
medical facilitiez, which are often
remote and maccessible. Emergency
services ate unable toaccess many of
the villages without paved roads.
Sanitation conditions ars dire,
particularly without running water or
sewage systams.

According tothe [srach MNnistry of
Health, 40% of the Izracli population
has been vaccinated with the third dose,
while only 4% of approzimately
170,000 Bedouin residents from
recopnized willages and townships wers
immunized with the third dose, by
October 2021 . Regarding  the
remaining approximate 120,000
residents from vnrecopnized villages,
there iz no available information about
their immunization.

Phote: Village of as-Sirrah,
by Taznim al-dmour, February 10.6.2021




Right to mental
health

Women and children from the
Bedouin communities of the Magab
nead access to social workers and
mental health care, for the almost
wreversible consequences of home
demolitions on child development
and mental health. For more
mfﬂrmatmﬂ zage NCF 22021 home

To properly approach the problem of
housing among the Bedouin
population in the Nagab, the State
must change its policies. Forced
evictions, demolitions and top-down
decisions that exclude specific
populations not only have dire
impacts on the mental health of
women and children, but also
aggravate thenational problem of
housing.

FPhoto: TVillage of As-Sirrah
by Tasmin al-Amour, October 2021




The Rights of the
Child

Freedom from Fear

1,000 children per year are
being forcibly displaced by the
State of their birth. This means
the State is actively contributing
not only to their personal
experienices of trauma but also
to the enlargement of the cycles
of poverty.

There is a growing need for
childcare facilities, bothaz a
means for early childhood
education and women’s
employment.

See NCF = report on Daycare
Centers in the Bedouin
communities https: bt v 3ppB60E

Photo: Children’s workshop in Umm al-
Hiran, by Mirng, June, 2021



Rightto Education
The Digital Divide

The adoption of technological
solutions for distance learning amid
Covid-19 lockdowns has furthersd
a “digital divide’ between different
student groups.

Arab-Bedouin pupils were vastly
marginalized from the distance
learning. Already the poorest
population in Israel, of the 24,000
kandergartners and 96 300

schoolchildren, 79.6% live under
the poverty line.

Dhfferent stratepies taken by the
Izrach Dlinistry of Education, such
as distribution of computers were
designed to overcome the digital
divide, but reached only 13% of the
Eedouin student populations. This
may be atiributed to lack of
internet as well as the lack of digital
literacy among teachers and pupils.

See NCF s position paper on
education and digital gaps
https:/tinyorl com2pltuwkd

Phote: Village of Az-Zarnug,
by Elianne Kremer, May 2021




Rightto a Clean,
Healthy &
Sustainable
Environment

Sde Barir Phosphate
Mine

A mining operation planned adjacent to
the village of al-Fur'ah, requires the
demolition of 1426 homes in the village,
and poses serious health risks to the
population.

Several humans rights organizations
aleng withal-Fu'rah’s residents filed a
petition to the Supreme Court to stop
ruction on behalf of severs health
Dctober, 2021, the Supreme

Court ruled fm_' the continuation of
o, requaring a public health

The Minizter of Environmental
Protection, Tamar Zandberg filed an
appeal against the decision of the
Mimstenial Committes on Internal
Affairs. Services and Local Government
to approve the plan..

Phoio: Protest in Abu THil a-Sahbi
by Haia Noach, December 2nd, 2021




Rightto a Clean,
Healthy &
Sustainable
Environment

Dimona Sewage
Reservoirs

A failure to fence sewage reservoirs in
the city of Dimona posed serious public
health hazards to the Bedouin village of
{Fasir as-Sirr. These pools wers
constructed directly adjacent to that
village. NCF together with other civil
society organizations (RCUV, ACEL
Bimlon, Shatil), and the residents zent a
lztter to the Mayor of Dimona, the CEOQ
of the Negev Wastewater Company and
the CEO of the Government Authority for
Water and Sewage, demanding for the
construction of fences due to sanitation
and public health concerns. Soon
afterward, fences were constructed
around the pools.

Photo: Village of As-Sirrah,
by Jenan al-dmour, August 12, 2021




