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The UN High Commissioner.for Human Rights, Navi Pillay:"

If this bill (the Prawer-Begin Bill) becomes law, it will accelerate the demolition of entire

Bedouin communities, forcing them to give up their-homes, denying them their rights to

land ownership, and decimating their traditional cultural @and social life in the name of

development.”
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The village A-Sir is located south of Beer-Sheva with population of
1500 residents. A-Sir is an unrecognized village and as such has no
infrastructure of water, sewage, electricity and roads. It has no
health clinic, no school, with house demolitions occurring every
now and then. According to Prawer Plan, the government’s bill
which passed the first reading of the Knesset on 24.6.2013, the
whole village of A-Sir will be demolished and its residents will be
transferred, against their will, to the township Segev-Shalom.

In winter 2012 - 2013, NCF together with the village committee,
conducted a photography project for ten children of A-Sir. The
participants in the workshop were given cameras for documenting
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their life in the village. The products of this project are presented
in this calendar which is produced for the 6th year by volunteers
of NCF.

It is our hope that the camera will serve as an additional means to
eliminate the silence and transparency of the Bedouin citizens.
We believe that bringing the Bedouin citizens into the public
discourse will contribute to eliminating their exclusion from the
Israeli society.

Thanks to the photographers who volunteered to instruct the
workshop and to Yosra Abu-Kaf and Yoav Galai for coordinating
the project.
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The Negev Coexistence Forum for Civil Equality is an independent
non-party organization that was established in 1997 by Arabs and Jews -
Israeli citizens who live in the Negev. The Forum’s aim is to provide a
framework for Jewish-Arab co-operation as a basis for a common
struggle for equal civil rights and to promote tolerance and coexistence in
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the Negev. The Forum’s activities are carried out partly on a voluntary
basis, and funded with the support of The New Israel Fund, The Rosa
Luxemburg Foundation, The European Union, The Swiss Federal
Department of Foreign Affairs, Feldman foundation and other private
donors.

Editing: Haia Noach
Design: Marc Marcus
Arabic: Jalal Ziadneh
Advisor: Amer Abu-Hani
English: Rachel Ben-Porat
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Steering committee: Khalil Alamour, Atyia Al Assam, Avner Ben-Amos, Haia Noach,
Marc Marcus, Nira Marcus, Yoram Peretz.

Negev Coexistence Forum For Civil Equality
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Photography: Nareman al-Majerat, Age: 13

October 2014
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