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“Off the Map” - Human Rights Watch Report - March 2008
Aliya al-Talalgah from Twayil Abu Jarwal:

“It took us five-six days after the demolition to make these tents. We slept outside on mats,
like wild animals, with the sun in the day and the cold at night, with small children.”
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Halima “Um Haled” Abu Freich (from
“Sidreh” newspaper):

“The land, like honor, is sacred and we,
the Bedouin women, are a symbol of the
success in facing challenges.”
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Hakma Abu-Medirem (from the film ‘Sumud’
director: Jillian Kestler-D'Amours):

"... We should place pressure on the state,
strong pressure, in order to make our dream
come true... we only want our land. We only
wish to live on our land.”
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Haja Raqgiya A-Sana, deceased
(Zochrot, ‘We remember Bir Al-Saba’ ,
July 2006):

“... We want our land back. There is no
justice. Today we buy our lands from
the Jews ... there is no justice. The
government wants land with no
people."”
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Hakma Abu-Medirem (from the film ‘Sumud’,
director: Jillian Kestler-D'Amours):

“My situation is very hard. Few can go
through what we have to endure... I am
saying to myself that I can endure, but there
are those who cannot face our problem.”
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Halima “Um Haled” Abu Freich (from 'Sidreh’
newspaper):

"The government takes taxes from us on
everything, but it does not take care to
implement our rights to our land. We have
already experienced all forms of suffering.”
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Fardus Samih Al Turi (from
Al-Arakib children's paper,
January 2011):

“We saw how they evicted
people from their homes,
destroyed the houses and
replaced them with trees.”
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Article 11 - The International Covenant on
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, 1996:
“States that are parties to the covenant
acknowledge the right of everyone to an
appropriate standard of living for himself
and his family, including adequate food,
clothing and housing, and to the continuous
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improvement of living conditions. ” bt
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Hakma Abu-Medirem (from the film ‘Sumud’,
director: Jillian Kestler-D'Amours):

“... I wish to preserve my land and my peace of
mind. No matter how many times the houses
will be destroyed, I shall re-build in the hope
that we can come to a solution in the future.”

April 2013
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Amna Zaidnah from Hirbet Al-Batal,
(from 'Sidreh' newspaper):

“On the day the policemen arrived, I was
alone in the house. They dragged me. It
was hard for me to see them destroying
the trees and the house. I cried bitterly.”
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Hakma Abu-Medirem (from the film ‘Sumud’, director: Jillian Kestler-D'Amours):
“The hardest thing is to sleep in your house and then, all of a sudden, the house is
gone and you are left with nothing at all.”
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Article 14, Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of
Discrimination against Women:

“States Parties shall take all appropriate measures to
eliminate discrimination against women in rural areas in
order to ensure, on a basis of equality of men and women,
that they participate in and benefit from rural _

development and, in particular, shall ensure to such 5 = Ry

women the right [...] to enjoy adequate living conditions, DTN NN NXA0 :DIY'Y Photography: Sabach Abu-Medirem
particularly in relation to housing, sanitation, electricity

and water supply, transport and communications."
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Hakma Abu-Medirem (from the film ‘Sumud’,
Director: Jillian Kestler-D'Amours):

“They demolished the children’s houses.
They threw their beds outside. The
cupboards were broken and the clothes
are now in plastic bags. There is no
comfort here.”
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Amna Ziadneh from Hirbet Al Batal,

(from 'Sidreh' newspaper):

“My grandson is miserable: a young
groom who witnessed with pain and
bitterness the demolition of his house.”
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Al-Arakib women and young girls taking pictures
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Fadiya Abu Kardud (from 'Sidreh’
newspaper):

“They took me from my land with the claim
that I invaded it. Here is the proof that this
is my land, so I cannot understand: where
have I sinned?!!!”

DTN IAX ANON :DIP'X

L L I

o -

Photography: Hakma Abu-Medirem @230 ¢4l doSl>: jguns

Nnav
Thu Fri Sat
2 3 4 5

n"d 0" P, (U

10
17

"N 0 A
Y s X B | sley,XI
Sun Mon Tue Wed
1
"
o ( 8 9
fa A T N
13 14 15 16
‘0 " N 1"
20 21 2) 23
"0 " n" 0"
21( 28 29 30
a2 1) n"d o

24

o)

31

"

T Il'

25

X"

12
19

1”0

26

1"

‘ @ International Day of Older Persons , ALsll gl pgs JNIPIN WYPN DY 1

(+ Eid al Adha sl see NNTNON DY 15-18

@ World Food Day ,ALslf glisll pgs 202WN NN DY 16

paad) dpld ALelf pgdl ONYN MO OMINOPIN OV 17
International Day for the Eradication of Poverty

| Q) United Nations Day samill %1 ps2 MTMNDN MMND DV 24

Negev Coexistence Forum For Civil Equality = T
uﬁ u"’J—"“'” u-“-'L'--” S0 4 _—
duall alglasll J.:J o0 il X 2

MR 1MLI 1312 Orp-17 013 \\\k
E-mail: info@dukium.org Web: www.dukium.org e



g sl 2l wliiog sl NMINIXD Q'PRIV-TIXD NINYII D'Y)
Al-Arakib women and young girls taking pictures

g2a8 Vglpoadl o8 @laT) miso g9l Tluo NN 2702 DIYNY) DTN 1IN NNID
(bl el b pas :(DPRIV-HN NN HY AP NN

S ¥ s g S Tg0a adT 95 LeS” NN IIPY IDON NN DN ,DINIV N
i dadd b, Sl ple Lidy el of MDD P DD INYI NDY DINYD
¥ LS ly i ol T ) ceads oo Lia ;T2 KDY DIPNA IND DXINYI NMIN)
LS By Lisles TID M MIRWYNIN PNN ONX N

7,999 N2 IN NI

Sabach Abu-Medirem (‘Yellow dream in the desert’ a short video of Al-Arakib young girls):
“As you can see, they destroyed everything and uprooted the trees and nothing is left but
the memories. We will stay here and we will not leave, even if we have to pay for it with
our lives or the lives of our children.”
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Aliya  Salim  Abu-Medirem (NCF's
Demolition report 2012):

“TI am frightened at night. Life is not good
since the demolitions when they
demolish our house, I feel unwell, I am
wholly disoriented. There is no shower ...
and the toilets are in the Wadi"
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The aim of the photography project was to make use of an accessible,
natural and intuitive technique of photography, and provide it to people in
places where photography is not taken for granted. The project provides
young girls and women with the knowledge and means to document their
lives from their own point of view, allowing them to tell their stories and
reach audiences in Israel and abroad who are not normally aware of it. We
bring the products of the varied workshops to public attention through
calendars we produce and in exhibitions we promote in the country and
abroad. We hope that the camera will offer an additional means for
eliminating the silence and transparency of the Bedouin citizens, especially
the women, for bringing them into the public discourse and for contributing
to eliminate their exclusion from Israeli society. Thanks to the women and
young girls that took part in the project and to Yusra Abu-Kef for
coordinating it.
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The Negev Coexistence Forum for Civil Equality is an independent non-party
organization that was established in 1997 by Arabs and Jews - Israeli citizens who live in
the Negev. The Forum’s aim is to provide a framework for Jewish-Arab co-operation as a
basis for a common struggle for equal civil rights and to promote tolerance and
coexistence in the Negev. The Forum’s activities are carried out partly on a voluntary
basis, and funded with the support of The New Israel Fund, The Swiss Federal Department
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of Foreign Affairs, among others. These activities include meetings and social events
between the communities, information drives, environment justice campaigns, recognition
of the unrecognized Bedouin villages of the Negev, campaigns for employment of Arabs
in the government ministries in the Negev and increase accessibility to governmental
services in the Negev towns.
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Steering committee: Avner Ben-Amos, IlanMolcho, Haia Noach, Yoram Peretz,

Ya’acov Manor, Marc Marcus, Nira Marcus, S'aid Al-Sana, Atyia Al-Asem, Rachel
Naparstak, Rami Noach.
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