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“This is my cousin who is 6 years old. She is in first grade in

the Segev Shalom school. She is very pretty and I love her.”
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Photography is most of all a personal choice.

I asked the children to mark on a photograph I
gave them, with a slide frame, as if they were
taking a picture. In another task I asked them to
complete with a drawing what was beyond the
frame of the photograph.

Zaida “photographed” diagonally a figure walking
and looking back. In this way she intuitively
increased the figure's sense of disorientation.
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Amir drew a small frightened figure with no hands
and with a gaping mouth. Ibrahim added 2 wolves,
one of them devouring a goose, the other one
hungry and lean. Yunes and Amar drew an armed
man opposite the wolves.
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Looking at photo albums,
and a first exercise with a polaroid camera.
Photographer: Ahmed Abu Bader
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Thanks

This brochure summarizes the photography
workshop I conducted in October-December 2008
with 11 Bedouin boys and girls, 8th grade students
from the Al Azazma tribe.

The brochure contains a limited number of the
photographs taken by the boys and girls, which,
for most of them, was their first experience with

a camera. The topics of the photographs involved
their immediate environment, self portraits, family,
friends and landscape. Some of the photographs
are accompanied by text written by the children
describing their intentions in the photograph.

The workshop came about thanks to the help and
encouragement of Haia Noach from the Negev
Coexistence Forum for Civil Equality who made
the contact with the council of Al Na'am and the
school. The equipment, the cameras and films
came from donors.

I take this opportunity to personally thank those
who enabled, assisted, actively showed interest
and encouraged. Thanks to Said Abu Apash, the
school’s principal and to the school staff, who
helped in every way. Thanks to the donors of
cameras and films - Gaist Ganit, Molcho Dalia,
Baciu Esther, Gromet Arieh, Peled Jonathan,
Molcho Evi, De Leo David, Lotan Michal, Katieli
Yoram, Efrat from Magen Avraham, Orit Nachmias,
Naomi Meir, Molcho Mario, Ilani Rotem, Israel
Ruth, Baumgarten Eliezer, and Dori Caspi.

Thanks to Miki Kratzman, Keren Manor and Carmela
Avdar for their counsel, to Haia Noach, Talma Efrat
and Zahi Raz-El for visiting and helping.

Lastly, thanks to Meir and Rafi from Fotoshop
Dizengof Center who donated their lab to develop
the films, and to Guy Ruskin who volunteered his
time for designing the brochure.

Ilan Molcho, December 2008
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: “I have 4 brothers and 4 sisters and
1 resemble my father. I like school
because I meet there my friends while
! at home I see only my brothers, sisters

‘and cousins. I love the mare I ride”.




Visual Literacy

Photography technology is one of the major
milestones of the industrial revolution and a
cirtical cornersonte of visual literacy. It has
branded in our consciousness the big events of
the 20th century as they were perceived by many
pioneer photographers.

This technology has now become a natural
intuitive tool for many, but not all of us. The
widespread application of this technology and

its accessibility, combined with the urge to
immortalize ourselves, has completely altered
society and the way we perceive ourselves. The
relative ease of moving from the private to the
public thus alters the inter-relations between these
two poles, between citizen and government. The
ability to transform from a passive photographed
subject, to an active photographer, is, in effect,
the ability to stare back, to tell your own story, to
deliver your own message.

The power of individuals and communities to use
photography to communicate directly expresses
the ability of the individual and community to
sustain aware, active citizenship.

Ariella Azoulay in her book “The Civil Contract of
Photography” writes: “photography is a way of
communication between individuals which is not
mediated by government. A person that addresses
through photography does not position himself
as the addressee. He is a citizen even if he does
not have a state. Even if his right, as Hannah
Arendt said, to possess rights has been damaged,
the civil domain of photography is open to him”.
This assumption embodies the undermining of
the concept of property rights on photography,
as an encapsulating viewpoint. Thus, distributing
cameras by the media and various NGOs, to the
population in disaster and distressed areas, for
alternative documentation and commentary of
their situation, is an example of the way citizens
exercise their duty towards other citizens. The
photography, in this way, is a tool by which

the modern citizen exercises his civil skills and
implements his partnership with others.

Visual literacy in general, and photography
specifically, join the other three well known
categories: reading, writing and listening.

The photography experience focuses on two
parallel channels: on the one hand, technical,
learning the camera and its possibilities and
limitations; on the other hand, the photographed
content, whereby the technology becomes a tool
for telling the artist’s tale.

Framing, point of view, timing, and the
manipulation of symbols and objects, act the
same as those prevalent in the writing discipline.
By observing and deciphering the visual message,
one creates a communication vehicle that crosses
borders, culture and language.

According to the “visual literacy” concept, the
materialization of photographic skills by children
who do not have natural, social, cultural and
economic access to this discipline, may bring them
closer to the “tribal campfire” enabling them to
participate in building the common civil discourse.

Negev Coexistence Forum for Civil
Equality (NCF)

The NCF was established in 1997 by Arab and
Jewish residents of the Negev, with the goal to
create a framework for Arab-Jewish cooperation
as a base for a joint struggle towards equal
civil rights and the promotion of tolerance and
coexistence in the Negev.

The activities of NCF include inter-community
meetings, social events, promoting public
awareness to the plight of Bedouin citizens,
campaigns to eliminate discrimination in services
and employment, just solutions for the residents of
the unrecognized villages.

The Forum is composed of a core of volunteer
activists, Arabs and Jews, who dedicate time and
effort on a weekly basis to this mission. In addition

to this core, another few hundred people join in

on selected activities. The NCF has a contact list of
over 1000 subscribers who receive regular updates
on the topics and activities of the organization.
The NCF views all Israeli governments and ruling
bodies responsible for the denial of full civil rights
to the Arab-Israeli residents of the Negev. Therefore,
the NCF considers one of its missions to encourage
and nurture Arab-Jewish cooperation in the struggle
for civil rights and civil equality for the Arab-Israeli
citizens of the Negev. The activities and projects

of NCF are always based on joint Arab-Jewish
cooperation.

The Arab-Bedouin villages in the
Negev

The Arab Bedouins are a unique group that has
been living in the Negev for hundreds of years.

In 1948, the Bedouins were the majority of the
Negev's population, totaling over 60,000 people.
After the 1948 war about 11,000 remained in

the Negev while the rest left or were expelled

to Jordan and Egypt (Gaza strip and Sinai). In

the early 1950s the Bedouins were concentrated
within a confined geographical area (about 1100
square km) in the eastern part of the Negev called
Ha'Syag (The Reservation), which was under
military rule until 1966. The northern, western
and southern parts of the Negev remained with
hardly any Bedouin population. The lands in these
parts of the Negev were allocated for cultivation
to the kibbutzim and moshavim which were
established at that time in the area. The relocation
of the Bedouins to the eastern part of the Negev
dispossessed them of their traditional teritories
and crowded them densely on lands they did not
own.

At the end of the 1960s, Tel Sheva, the first
government planned town for the Bedouins, was
established. This town aimed to concentrate a
population agricultural by nature, into a highly
dense urban type of dwelling environment, lacking
infrastructure and employment resources. Since
then, and until the 1990s, another six towns of
this type have been established: Rahat, Kseife,

Aroer, Lakia, Segev Shalom and Hura. Since 2005
another village was established by the state for
the Tarabin tribe while the state also recognized
the Derigat village. Another 8 villages are now
in the process of planning and construction and
3 other villages have been recommended by the
planning administration.

Today half the Bedouin population, about

85,000 people, lives in these towns and villages
established by the state, while the other half,
mainly land owners, live in tens of unrecognized
villages which are not marked in the official maps.
These unrecognized villages have no infrastructure
of water, electricity, roads, sewage, health and
education services, garbage removal, etc.

The state’s policy of denying recognition to these
Bedouin villages, the prevention of basic services,
the use of demolition decrees, the destruction of
crops in Bedouins fields, all are aimed at driving
the Bedouin off their lands and relocating them
to the urban towns. The dispossession policy,
common to all Israeli governments, waves the
whip of expulsion and destruction over 85,000
Israeli citizens. The residents of the unrecognized
villages are unable to build lawfully in their
existing villages. House demolitions are one of
the means by which the government is trying to
concentrate coercively all the Bedouins of the
Negev in poor urban towns, thus clearing the
lands for Jewish agricultural settlements, already
existing in abundance in the Negev. The NCF sees
this policy as racist and harming the wellbeing of
all residents of the Negev.

Wadi Al-Na'am -
an unrecognized village

Wadi Al-Na’am is one of the 45 unrecognized
Bedouin villages in the Negev, located 10 km
south of Beer Sheva, east of route 40 and across
from Ramat-Hovav industrial zone. The village
consists of 5000 residents who live in several
large neighborhoods. The residents were relocated
in 1953 by the military rule from their original
dwellings to the present location and their former

lands west and south of route 40 were declared a
closed military zone and later confiscated by the
state.

Wadi Al-Na'am is situated opposite the Ramat-
Hovav industrial zone, encompassing multiple
chemical, military and power industries. These
industries are the source for heavy pollution,
causing a high rate of diseases amongst the
residents of the village, such as cancer, infant
mortality, skin, respiratory and more. The
conclusions of the Goldberg report, made public in
December 2008, call for relocating the Al-Na’am
population to an area far from the industrial zone.

Wadi Al-Na'am’s council consists of members of
all the large families, and represents the village
in all public matters. The decision to have the
photography project in the village is part of a
larger vision to establish a mobile community
center. The photography project was the first step
in implementing this vision.

From the Project’s Log - 21/10/08

This week I am supposed to distribute the
cameras. I told the kids last week about it
and asked them to prepare a short text about
themselves.

I anticipate excited responses when giving out the
cameras and asked my friend Tzahi, an amateur
photographer, to come along. Each camera is
different which means individual explanations to
each child, so doing it together will make things
less stressful. Tzahi was very interested and eager
to help.

We arrived and got organized as usual in the
library, a circle of boys and a circle of girls. I
asked them to read aloud the text they prepared.
Naturally some of the boys didn’t prepare the text
headed by Ibrahim who didn't prepare his task last
lesson as well. The girls are eager to start. The
texts are rather uniform: name, age, grade, number
of brothers and sisters, loves school, loves Hebrew,
wants to be a teacher or a nurse. Warud seems to

be the most talented in writing. She resembles her
grandma, who lives in Segev Shalom, and is very
attached to her. There seems to be a beginning of
something.

With the boys the text is “lean” as if they copied
from each other. The sentence “I have a horse”
draws laughter because actually the horse is a
donkey and belongs to Yunes who also loves to
swim in Yerucham where he says he lives. The boys
tend to laugh at each text that is being read but
they don't laugh at the girls’ texts. Nur (a girl)
also likes to ride a horse.

Before distributing the cameras we again go over
the process. Each one will receive a camera and

a 36 frames colour film, will try to photograph
himself, and so represent himself to the group -
who he/she is, what he/she likes, his/hers family,
etc. The kids are impatient and we must give out
the cameras.

I laid out the cameras on the table and asked

the kids to sit along the wall so we can call them
one by one and give the instructions. Within a
minute all the kids rushed to the table, including
Aref the teacher... One moment, stop everybody!
Tzahi took the girls and I took the boys. Each kid
received a camera, instructions and was asked to
sit and practice the basic operation of the camera.
The line moved quite reasonably but I couldn’t
persuade them to sit along the wall. All of them
were on me trying to exchange cameras between
themselves. Ibrahim wants a smaller camera and
all our explanations that these are film cameras
didn't help. He keeps asking how many pixels the
camera has. Time is up, always so quickly.

I took Tzahi and left for Tel Aviv. On the way we
talked about the forthcoming municipal elections.
For the next class we need to bring the kids
notebooks where they can keep all the material -
texts, photographs, etc. We also need to bring
batteries and a spare camera in case of emergency.

Ilan Molcho
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