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Fardus Samih Elturi (age 12)

You can see how people were
expelled from their homes, their
houses were demolished and trees

replaced them.
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Muhamad Selim Abu Medigam (age 12)
A picture of a beautiful sunset like El
Aragib.
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Said Aziz Abu Medigam (age 8)

My home which was built out of tin was
demolished and destroyed.
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Hadi Achmed Abu
Medigam (age 14)

We see the firmness of
the olive trees coming
from the womb of the
earth, the olive trees have
returned to grow and
so are we — refuse to be
uprooted.



I am firm / Hadi Abu Medigam

I am firm, [ am firm

In my land — I am firm

If my bread stolen — I am firm

If my child murdered — I am firm

If my home demolished — I am firm

Oh my home in the shadow of the ruins — I stay firm
With high spirit — I am firm

With stick and dagger — I am firm

And the flag in my hand - I am firm

Even if my hand is amputated I will raise flags with
my other hand

In my garden and orchard I am firm

I am firm in my belief and rightness

With my nails and teeth I remain firm

Even if my body is bruised

In my blood I stay firm

Fahad Aziz Abu Medigam (age 12)
My brother Muhamad sleeping on the ground because he has no bed.
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Alia Selim Abu Medigam (age 14)
The picture shows the extent
of demolition of our village El

Araqib.
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Miriam Semih Alturi (age 10)

Picture of the trees planted on our land while we were uprooted, it makes me very sad.
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Fatma Aziz Abu Medigam (12)
I took a photo of El Araqib children being
merry during the photography workshop

organized by Negev Coexistence Forum.



Photography workshop in El Araqib
During the winter school break the NCF organized a photography workshop for the children of El Araqib. Jewish

and Arab photographers volunteered in giving lessons and classes to the children making the project a success. The
NCEF coordinated the workshop and arranged for cameras, films and developing the pictures. The children and parents
were very pleased with the outcome. The Forum is now engaged in organizing an exhibition, in Israel and abroad, of

the photos taken by the children. Here are some photos taken by the children: One picture worth a thousand words
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Huda Ahmed Alturi (age 11)
Even the dogs became homeless and

with no sheltet.

(<) s 10)prada g3l aabis ) )
uw\ﬂbuﬂ“ﬁjb‘)yas\a&és@\ﬂ&bh|
T[S N N

(10 y3) D> 7D 12N D90 DI77171aN
D22 PRV XINWI MDY INK NN INNDIN

Ibrahim Salim Abu Medigam (age 10)
I took a photo of my brother Ali playing at
home.
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We thank everyone who participated in the workshop — the children, their parents and all the volunteers who
made the workshop possible and successful. The workshop was organized by the Negev Coexistence Forum

for Civil Equality and the Village Committee.



EL ARAQIB NEWSLETTER

THE CHILDRENS NEWSPAPER - JANUARY 2011

To all El Araqib children - The dream fulfilled

A wish for the New Year / Fatma Aziz Abu Madigem

The days, like leaves, are falling from the tree of the year, and I wait that they all fall before writing a wish for the New

Year, hoping it will be a different year, since I am optimistic by nature. I will therefore write a few lines in the book

of New Year hoping that my wish will come true. God, give us back our lands from those who took it away by force.

They think they are strong when they destroy our homes but we see them as very weak, and we will continue building

and stay on our land, because we love life and El Araqib even more.

Once I was sitting / Fardus Abu Madigem

Once I was sitting in our yard

Under the olive tree, near the laurel.

My kind mother baking us bread

Father watering the lemon tree together with my sister
Malaak.

Suddenly near the water fountain a big man came.

He called me you bird

And said: we are up and you in the wadi.

Giving you air and water and you will give us your land
registry.

We give you shelter from the sun and you will live in
tranquility.

I told him: the air, the water, the sun and the shade are
all from God

In spite of everything I will not budge from my land.

Childhood Statements / Ibrahim Salim Alturi

Children should be given examples and not criticism.
Treat your 5 years old son as a prince, as a hired worker
at 10, and as a friend all life long;

The child who is able to make his mother cry is the only
one who can make her laugh.

Your son is like fabric in your hand so be a skilled tailor.
A sleeping child is the prettiest sight the human eye can
see.

I will give half of my life to the person who can make a
crying child laugh.

I'wish I can stay a child, never grow up and therefore will

have no need to change anybody.

Abu Madigen El Araqib chooses life
Alia Salim

The El Araqib village was blooming like a flower in
spring, the white houses sparkled like peatls in light,
the children were full of joy and happiness, always
with smiles on their faces. We lived in happiness and
prosperity. Early in the morning when the dew was
still on the leaves you could hear the birds chirping
and the roosters waking you up to a new day. In
short, our village was part of paradise until the
Land Authority and the police decided differently.
They decided to destroy the dream and turn it into
nightmare, our houses demolished, trees uprooted,
laughter gone, faces became pale, joy turned into
grief, the birds abandoned us because they had no
place to nest, the roosters trampled under the ruins
and the village changed. I hope and pray that the old
days will be back and that we will rebuild our village

and continue with our life because we love life.

Sayings about the olive

Muhamad Salim Abu Madigem

Whoever is at home eats bread and olive

Whoever works in the oil press it shows on his clothes
No one says about his oil that it is turbid

Eat oil and bump into a wall

The olive is the mainstay of the home

The quantity of the olive oil is according to the

quantity of rain in January.



