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June

June 29th, 2011

An Urgent Appeal to the United
Nations Regarding the Bill
Forcing Homeowners to pay for

Home Demolitions

A discriminatory bill is being proposed by
the Knesset calling for homeowners to bear
the entire cost of administrative-ordered
home demolitions. The bill is currently
being presented for a second and third
reading before the Knesset Law and Justice
Committee. The Negev Co-Existence Forum
made an urgent appeal to United Nations
High Commissioner for Human Rights Navi
Pillay, Professor James Anaya, U.N. Special
Rapporteur on the Rights of Indigenous
Peoples, and various human rights
organizations to aid in the struggle against
the proposed bill. The Negev Co-Existence
Forum claims that the law will mainly have an
impact upon Bedouin residents of the Negev,
who are constantly being threatened with
house demolitions. It should be emphasized
that M.K. Ze'ev Elkin proposed that the law
not apply to residents of the settlements in
the occupied territories.

July

Events commemorating the
anniversary of the destruction
of the village of El-Arakib

The Negev Co-Existence Forum has been
working together with residents of the
unrecognized village of El-Arakib since it
was first demolished in July of 2010. The
Negev Co-Existence Forum has played a
leading role in helping families who are
clinging to their land, and has stood with
them in opposition to the policy of the
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http://www.dukium.org/heb/?p=7937

Israeli government, the Israel
Land Authority and the Jewish
National Fund. Activists from
the Forum joined in the various
activities over the weekend
marking the anniversary of |
the demolition of the village.
Members of the Forum also
participated in interfaith
prayers that were held in the
village together with Rabbis
for Human Rights. The main
event was a torch parade that
was held on July 27th, the first
anniversary of the demolition
of the village. The march was
organized by the Negev Co-
Existence Forum together with
the village committee, and was
attended by hundreds of village residents,
activists, and supporters from all over the
country.

During the week preceding the events of
the anniversary the Forum organized a
summer camp for children of the village
of El-Arakib. The Forum leaders organized
various activities including ball games,
treasure hunts, and learning songs and
poems. During the course of the summer
camp police forces arrived with bulldozers
belonging to the Israel Land Authority and
demolished the village once again while the
children looked on. The demolitions were
extremely frightening for the children.

July 25th, 2011
Residents of the village of El
ARakib Join the National Social

Justice Movement

Forum activists joined the impressive
social protest that swept the entire country
throughout the summer. Forum activists
participated in the daily meetings in Be'er
Sheva and took an active partin the protests.
Forum members and representatives of
the village of El-Arakib participated in the
first march in Be'er Sheva as well as the
demonstrations that were held on July 30th
and August 13th. Members of the Forum,
villagers from El-Arakib, and members of
other organizations marched together at
the large demonstration in Be'er Sheva,
and Hanan Al-Sana'a from "Sidra" spoke.
At the beginning of August residents of El-
Arakib joined the tent city in Be'er Sheva,
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The weekly rally of Al-Arakib residents and supporters at Lehavim junction
against the demolition of their village by the state, July 10th 2011
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erected a tent and became an integral
part of the protest. During the rocket
attacks on Be'er Sheva the building of
the Multaka Mifgash, the Arab-Jewish
cultural center operated by the Forum,
served as a shelter for the homeless who
were living in the tent city, as well as a
meeting place for evening discussions.
The Recognition Forum, of which we |
are members, distributed a document
describing the hardships endured by the
Bedouin, and called for the leaders of the
social protest movement to include the
issue of the unrecognized villages in the
list of demands they were presenting to
the government.

August

August 9th, 2011

Communal Iftar Meal

As in previous years, the Multaka Mifgash
- Arab-Jewish Cultural Center in Be'er
Sheva founded by the Negev Co-Existence
Forum for Civil Equality - held a communal
interfaith iftar meal. Guests and activists
met together for the traditional meal to
break the fast of Ramadan. There were also
various speakers including Halil Al Amur, a
member of the secretariat of the Forum from
the unrecognized village of Al Sira, Sheikh
Sayah al Turi from El Arakib, Dr. Tabat Abu
Ras from Adallah, Dr. Yunas Abu Rabiyeh, and
others. At the conclusion of the meal Haia
Noach, Director of the Negev Co-Existence
Forum, showed a presentation summarizing
the Forum's annual activities.

August 24th, 2011

The Forum workers prepared

a tour designed to draw

a connection between
environmental aspects and
social and spatial justice

During their preparatory tour Forum workers
met with Dr. Shlomit Tamari and Dr. Sarit
Oked who are experts in the areas of sewage,
water, and mining. The team has begun
to plan a variety of tours that the Forum
will offer to visitors who are interested in
ecological issues, with emphasis placed
upon disadvantaged deprived populations,
particularly the Bedouin in the Negev.
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Al-Arakib residents in the tent they built
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Al-Arakib children during a protest march in Be'er-Sheva, 30th July 2011
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August 31st, 2011
New Report

The Forum sent an additional report to
the Committee for Economic, Social, and
Cultural Rights that is preparing the third
annual periodic report about Israel. The
report includes issues that were designated
for report and discussion by the Committee.
Click here to read the full report on the
Forum website.

13.08.2011 ,y2W-IR12 DYMRN NRNN YV PIYN NIXY
Jewish and Arab activists join the demonstration in Be'er
Sheva on August 13th 2011 as part of the national social

protest movement
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September

Protest Activities against

the Prawer Plan

The Negev Co-Existence Forum and other
human rights organizations are playing
a leading role in the protests against the
Prawer Plan. This plan is meant to provide
an arrangement for settlement of the
Bedouin in the Negev, but in actuality the
plan is merely a continuation of previous
plans for eviction of the Bedouin citizens of
Israel proposed by the Israeli government.
According to the plan, close to 30,000

25.07.2011 ,7990 NR DIINY DNANT DM DO WD

Policemen with bulldozers arrive to demolish Al-Arakib during
a planned sport days as part of the Summer Camp organised by

the NCF in the village
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Bedouins will be forced to leave their homes,
and their villages will be demolished with
no suitable compensation. The Prawer Plan
ignores the historic rights of the Bedouin to
their land in the Negev. The Prawer Report
also contradicts international charters signed
by Israel that explicitly state that indigenous
people are not to be uprooted from their
land without their consent and that they
must be offered alternative resources and
compensation. The Forum alerted various
bodies in the United Nations, ambassadors
and embassies in Israel, and the foreign
ministries of other nations regarding the
plan and its consequences.

September 11th, 2011
Demonstration opposite the
Prime Minister's Office in

Jerusalem

Hundreds of demonstrators from the Negev
and other places throughout the country
demonstrated in front of the Prime Minister's
office during the vote on the Prawer Plan,
and called upon the government not to
accept the plan. The demonstrators held
signs and shouted slogans against the plan
in Hebrew and Arabic.

September 15th, 2011

Demonstration and March in
Protest of the Prawer Report in
Tel Aviv and Press Conference
in Beit Ha'Am

A demonstration was held in Tel Aviv against
the approval of the Prawer Report as part of
the movement to include the Bedouin struggle
for justice and recognition in the nation-wide
struggle for social justice. The demonstration
was organized by members of the Negev
Co-Existence Forum, the Recognition Forum,
and other organizations. Noam Tirosh,
coordinator of the Coexistence Forum
together with M.K. Taleb El Sana, Sheikh Sayah
al Turi from the village of El Arakib, Hanan El
Sana from the Sidra Women's Association,
Ibrahim el-Wakili from the Regional Council
for Unrecognized Villages, and Atiya el A'asem
from the unrecognized village of Abu Talul
participated in a press conference held at
Beit Ha'am on Rothchild Boulevard. After the
press conference demonstrators held a march
from Rothchild Boulevard to the government
offices on Kaplan Street in Tel Aviv.
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Annual Iftar - the meal after the fast
during ramadan at Multaka-Mifgash
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September 27th, 2011
Letter to the Minister of Justice

in Protest of the Prawer Plan

The Forum continued to lobby against the
Prawer Plan alongside its demonstrations
and other public activities. The secretariat
of the Forum sent a letter to the Minister of
Justice, Professor Yaakov Ne'eman, protesting
the implementation of the Prawer Report,
claiming that it contradicts international
charters that Israel has signed. Click here to
read the full text of the letter.

October

October 6th, 2011
Joining a Large Demonstration
in Be'er Sheva against the

Prawer Report

The Negev Co-Existence Forum joined
the large demonstration of the Bedouin
population against the implementation of
the conclusions of the Prawer Report. The
demonstration was held adjacent to the
protest tent city that was erected in protest
of continuing the policy of eviction of the
Bedouin in the Negev. This demonstration
was one of the largest demonstrations of the
Bedouin population of the Negev ever held.
Approximately 3,000 residents of the Negev
took part in the demonstration, and the Arab
regional councils called a general strike the
same day.

Launching of the Forum's

Trilingual Calendar

The Forum launched its fourth trilingual
calendar on Rosh Hashanah, the Jewish New
Year. The Calendar presents the Hijiri, Jewish,
and Gregorian calendar year and contains the
Jewish, Moslem, and Christian festivals and
holidays. This year's calendar presents pictures
taken by children from the village of El-Arakib
during a photography workshop organized by
the Forum. The calendar can be purchased or
downloaded for free from the Forum Website.

The Study Center Opens in El-Arakib
With the opening of the school year at the
beginning of September the Forum began
operating a study center for children of the
village in cooperation with residents of El-
Arakib. The center is open five days a week
and children do their homework and learn
Arabic, Hebrew, and English.
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A rally against the Prawer Plan in Tel-Aviv, September 19th. Photography: Uri Zakhem
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http://www.dukium.org/eng/wp-content/uploads/2011/10/2011-09-15-Letter-to-Minister-of-Justice-re-HCR.pdf
http://www.dukium.org/heb/?p=8204
http://www.ynet.co.il/articles/0,7340,L-4132183,00.html
http://www.ynet.co.il/articles/0,7340,L-4132183,00.html

Weekly vigils

Members of the Forum continue to
participate in the protest vigil each Sunday
afternoon at the Lahavim Junction.

Events in the Multaka-Mifgash
Current Arab Cinema - During the summer
films were screened that were produced
by filmmakers in the Arab World such as
Rahad Andoni, Nadia Kamal, and Maher
Abi-Samra.

On September 26th an evening was
organized in the Multaka-Mifgash about
the Prawer-Amidror plan, with lectures by
Dr. Tabat Abu Ras, Dr. Yunes Abu Rabia, and
Dr. Erez Zfadia. Dozens of activists attended
the evening to learn about the plan.
During recent months a course in spoken
English was organized in the Multaka
Mifgash for activists from the unrecognized
villages.

Tours in the Negev

During the months of June to October
numerous tours of the Negev were conducted
for journalists, photographers, students from
Israel and abroad, foreign representatives of
human rights organizations such as Amnesty
International, and other visitors who were
interested in what is happening in the
Negev.
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A discussion about the new governmental plan (Praver-Amidror) at Multaka-Mifgash
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