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A word from the editor
We are happy to bring you the fifth edition of the newsletter of the
Negev Coexistence Forum for Civic Equality. The issue opens with 
a segment dealing with relevant coexistence events that have taken 
place recently in the Negev (in the areas of legislation, Knesset 
decisions regarding the Negev, governmental activities, and the like). 
Next is presented a collection of articles on the various activities of the 
Negev Coexistence Forum in the last few months.

In this issue you will find a comprehensive overview on the latest
goings-on in the Negev from a critical and alternative point of view not 
always expressed in official media. We hope that the reader will be
able to get a balanced picture of events taking place in the Negev and 

of the hardships of the weakened Negev population.

With the completion of the disengagement, the State has returned to 
the routine of demolishing Bedouin citizens’ homes. Since the month 
of September, the State has destroyed 11 homes in the unrecognized 
villages and hundreds more residents received notices for the 
demolition of their homes.

We call on the authorities to cease from the house demolitions and to 
arrive at just solutions for the citizens of the unrecognized villages.

Have an enjoyable read!

Work Day in Kindergarten in Um Ratam Yaakov Manor
On September 3, about forty Jewish and Arab 
activists from the Hakara Forum convened 
to help with the renovation and preparation 
of a kindergarten in the Um Ratam village in 
the Negev for the beginning of the school year. 
Below is a report by Yaakov Manor:

Um Ratam is 
a Bedouin village 
on the Beer Sheva-
Dimona road, a ten 
minutes drive from 
the Bedouin town 
Segev Shalom 
(what wonderful 

ethnic names for Bedouin towns - Rahat, Segev 
Shalom, Tel-Sheva, Arara in the Negev), across 
from a quarry. All of the above mentioned 
details are needed because there is no road 
signage, and when there are no signs, it’s a 
good sign that the village is not recognized. 
This is to say, there is no running water, no 
sewage, no infrastructures, no electricity, and 

no education 
or health 
i n s t i t u t i o n s . 
What is there, 
then? An 
administration 
with a budget 
of millions, 
with most of 
the budget 
designated to the 
enforcement of 
the law against 
“plunderers of 
State lands.”

Furthermore, there are demolition orders for 
“illegal” structures. There are 44 additional 
villages of the same five star status, all of them
crowded into the area of the Fence, sitting on 
three percent of Negev lands and posing a real 
demographic danger and a loss of control over 
the lands for which the Jews have a certificate

of property rights from the Holy One Blessed 
be He, or from the Ministry of the Interior or 
the courts.

In a village with the dubious status of 
“unrecognized” live 900 persons. There are 
no hot-shot jobs available on the regional 
council or on the religious and security 
councils or as chauffeurs to the bosses, like in 
the settlements of Gaza and Gush Katif, may 
they rest in peace. But there is unemployment 
in abundance, fitting to citizens that rob the
lands of their state.

The elders and youth of the village, all from 
the Almahdi family, met to discuss and 
decided: if the State doesn’t act for us, we’ll 
act for ourselves. A year ago, they constructed 
a kindergarten building, hired kindergarten 
teachers with their meager funds, and sent 30 
cute, giggly children to enjoy their mornings 
exactly like all of Israel’s children.

Of course all of this is wonderful, but there is a 
lack of tables and closets and paints, the things 
that a normal kindergarten needs, and so who 
is recruited? The Negev Coexistence Forum 
for Citizens’ Equality and the Hakara Forum, a 
coalition of organizations, who, in the name in 
fairness and integrity will be mentioned here: 
the Arbaiim [Forty] Organization, Ta’ayiush 
Arab-Jewish Partnership, Shomrei Mishpat 
- Rabbis for Human Rights, the 
Israeli Committee Against House 
Demolitions, New Profile, The
Women’s Coalition for Peaceand 
of course, The Negev Coexistence 
Forum for civil Equality.

They recruit and get involved, 
collecting equipment, acquiring 
paints and building materials, 
going to the nursery and buying 
flower plants and grass cover.
On one designated day, tens of 
volunteers gather from the Foreign 

Legion from the center of the country and the 
south, including many youth and signers of the 
“Twelfth Graders’ Letter.” In addition at least 
30 members of the village gather, and together 
we are almost 70 people (really crowded). Every 
wall is whitewashed twice, and instead of one 
nail there are five, so everyone can hammer.

We pave a yard, 
spread out 
grass cover, and 
plant flowers.
Imagine in an 
“unrecognized 
village” how 
much is 
invested and 

how much water does not remain for the 
foundations. We paint frescos, wonderful 
drawings on the building’s rear wall. And what 
do I do? I paint my cat, Ephraim - too bad you 
can’t see him in the picture. And afterwards we 
eat Bedouin pitas (I almost said Druze pitas) in 
labane, we scarf down chicken with incredible 
rice and we chatter.

As those of you who know me know, how could 
I forget to mention names? Abed and Ariel, 
Atiya, Yani, Avner and Amos, Chaya and Rami, 
Saliman and Gili - what a winning group. A real 
“ta’ayush” (Arabic for “life in common”), warm 
and kindred hearts. Partnership - the ultimate 
prescription for change in Israeli society.

... the village is not 
recognized. This 
is to say, there is 
no running water, 
no sewage, no 
education ...

They recruit and get 
involved ... on one 
designated day, tens 
of volunteers gather 
from the Foreign 
Legion ...
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Joint Meal to Mark Ramadan - Not Just “Scooping Up Hummus” Saliman Abu Zaid
Every year, at the end of the month of 
Ramadan, the Negev Coexistence Forum holds 
a special feast for the members and friends of 
the Forum. As the moment of sunset and the 
muezzin’s call to evening prayer and the break 
fast, Arabs and Jews feast together for the 
famous dinner, Iftar Jamaii.

On October 26, the members and volunteers 
of the Forum and its various activities 
and projects, as well as representatives of 
organizations in the Negev, met at the Wadhan 
farm for a joint meal to mark the breaking of the 
fast day. The menu was rich. We won’t mention 
all of the delicacies so as not to leave our 
readers’ mouths watering, but suffice it to say
that we ate almost everything, and at the end 
there was room for desert - a warm and friendly 
time for concluding the year of activity.

At the conclusion of the dinner the Forum’s 
various projects were presented - projects in 
unrecognized villages and in the Negev region 
that took place in the previous year (2005), to 
the background of the music of Um Kulthum 
which accompanied blessings bestowed upon 
those present by the chairmen: Dr. Yani Nabu 
and Mr. Musa Abu Ghanem.

This time, the meeting was different. The faces 
of the little children brightened the special 
space, heart to heart conversations were 
shared between young Arab and Jewish 
women, members and volunteers that hadn’t 
met in a long time got the chance to update 
each other on their doings, life stories were 
told during the gathering, and new members 
and volunteers were recruited for activities.

The notion of coexistence is oftentimes seen 
through the image of “scooping up hummus,” 
as I am told by Jews and Arabs when I introduce 
myself as the coordinator of the Coexistence 
Forum. But this time, the gathering was of a 
different spirit, a spirit of partners on a journey. 
We took advantage of the free time to strengthen 
the connection between the members and 
supporters of the Forum and met all of those 
who were active in the various programs.

An Insider’s View - A Series of  Discussions on the Recruitment of  Participants for the 
Negev Coexistence Forum Gili Baruch
Recently, the office of the Forum has carried
out a number of discussions in order to 
produce a renewed evaluation of the Forum’s 
programs and the participation of new 
members, as well as an evaluation of those 
veteran members, Jews and Bedouins alike, 
who are no longer active in the Forum.

After some brainstorming, a new proposition 
was created to group programs into three 
areas of participation, which will allow each 
participant to find what best suits him. The
first area is participation in ad hoc, private
projects. In other words, these are people 
that join specific projects such as work days
in the unrecognized villages, water convoys 
or demonstrations, that are members of the 
Forum and are updated regularly of activities 
through e-mail and the website. To this end, 

the member list will be revamped and updated 
with e-mail and home addresses (since not all 
of the members of the Forum are connected 
to the Internet…) and members will be 
encouraged to participate as much as possible 
by means of a symbolic membership fee. 

The second area of activity is of ongoing and 
focused projects, meaning those members that 
take part in one of the Forum’s ongoing projects 
or as work staff, something that requires from 
them a continuing commitment in a specific
area, though not too much of a commitment. 
In this area of involvement, one may be part of 
the staff of an international lobby, participate 
regularly in solidarity tours in the villages 
after house demolitions, help translate the 
newsletter into Arabic and English, and so on. 

The third area of involvement which demands 
the most commitment is the facilitation 
of projects and membership in the office.
This area is made up of volunteers who 
dedicate their time and energy to the 
activities of the Forum on a regular basis, 
by taking responsibility for projects such 
as the organization of tours to the Bedouin 
community in the Negev, the managing of 
funds, the editing of the newsletter, organizing 
the Forum’s communications, running the 
website, managing the e-mail list serve, and 
more. With this type of the group participation, 
each organizer, either from the group of 
volunteers or from the staff, is eligible for 
compensation. We call upon the members 
to enjoy the mutual benefit of joining in the
various activities of the Forum.

Discussion of  Opposition to the “Wine Road” Program Chaya Noach
The rotating Committee for Primary Areas of 
Planning (and for “Neta”--City Transportation 
Systems) in the National Council for 
Development and Building considered the 
charges of opposition brought against the 
“Wine Road” program and decided to postpone 
a decision on the matter. As mentioned, on 
March 30, 2004, the National Council for 
Development and Building decided to permit 
the “Wine Road program in Ramat HaNegev,” 
which allows for the creation of up to 35 family 
farms in the area of Ramat HaNegev, south of 
Beer Sheva and near main roadways. Though 
the program has not been officially approved,
many farms exist in the area.

The Wine Road program is a “reincarnation” of 
previous programs meant to establish single 
farms, called off by the High Court of Justice 
in the year 2001 and harshly criticized in 
a Critical Report of the State 50b, which saw 
the programs as an attempt to bypass the 
accepted planning and real estate market 
protocols, in order to populate the farms with 
Jews only. Public criticism brought about 
an updated proposal for a program that 
would fit the criteria and requirements of the
planning organizations, but the requirements 
themselves are unsatisfactory since they do 
not pertain to the Bedouin population that has 

lived in these areas for many years.

The panel discussing voices of opposition 
to the program took place on September 13 
and included Prof. Oren Yiftachel on behalf 
of the Forum, who presented the claims. 
All statements of opposition submitted by 
environmental organizations and human rights 
organizations were marked as postponed.
The Negev Coexistence Forum for Citizen 
Equality’s opposition to the Wine Road 
program is based on three main claims:
1. The program clearly contradicts the logic of 

planning in Israel in the last decade which 
emphasizes the need for preserving open 
lands as a highly regarded value.

2. The program contradicts the need for 
development in multi-ethnic societies. 
Experience teaches that the “insertion” 
of residents, mostly kibbutz members, in 
peripheral areas, is extremely problematic 
and creates hubs of ethnic conflict seen to
this day in such multi-ethnic societies as 
Ireland, Spain, the Soviet Union and Sri 
Lanka.

3. The program opposes principles of equality 
and justice for distribution and will lead to 
the aggravation of discrimination towards 
Bedouin Arabs, because it proposes giving 
large areas of land already claimed by 

Bedouin residents to only a small number 
of Jewish residents.

Without trying to subtract from our main 
opposition to the implementation of the 
building project described above, we suggested 
to the program:
1. To cancel the planned farms on lands 

which carry claims of property by Bedouin 
citizens, or to allow those who claim 
property rights the first opportunity to
establish an agricultural farm at the site.

2. To educate the Bedouin population that 
lives in unrecognized villages on the areas 
of the proposal, about agricultural farms 
and about the individual farms stated in 
the proposal. The farms will be connected 
to infrastructures, they will benefit from
agricultural-tourist development, and 
they will allow guest accommodations and 
housing as presented in the proposal for 
other farms.

It is important to note that the Adala 
organization, which was one of the opposing 
parties of the program, is preparing a petition 
to the High Court of Justice opposing the 
program, and its request for the Coexistence 
Forum to co-sponsor the petition was granted.



2 3

What’s new in the Negev
On August 24, the 
Organization for Citizens’ 
Rights and the non-profit
organization Doctors for 

Human Rights petitioned the High Court of Justice 
against the Health Minister, the Minister of National 
Infrastructure and the Minister of the Interior, in a 
request to connect a child cancer patient’s family 
to the national electricity network. The three-year-
old child, Inas al-Atrash, is from the unrecognized 
village Al-Atrash in the Negev, which is not 
connected to the national electricity network. Her 
house is hooked up to a generator, which provides 
electricity for four other houses for only three hours 
a day, due to its high cost of operation.

With the completion 
of the disengagement, 
the state has returned 

to its routine of demolishing the homes of Bedouin 
citizens in the Negev in order to pressure them to 
leave their lands and to move to urban towns.
- On September 12, two houses were razed: 

a cement brick house, belonging to a young 
man planning for a wedding, in the township of 
Almakiman near Omer, and a house belonging to 
the Al Iso family, at the enterance to Tel-Sheva.

- On September 19, three occupied houses were 
razed in the township of Alza’arura, belonging 
to the Abu Guda family, and a house in the 
township of Albheira belonging to the Al-Ghanami 
family, and a house in Almazraa belonging to the 
Alkashar family.

- On November 9, three houses were razed: one 
house belonging to Sliman Almaraj from the 
Abda township, north of Mitzpe Ramon, a house 
belonging to the Abu Samra family, in the Wadi 
Naam township, across from Ramat Hovav, and 
one house in the Kurnub township, west of 
Dimona.

- On November 23, authorities of the Israel Lands 
Administration accompanied by police forces 
and heavy mechanical equipment arrived at the 
village of Awagan, south of Lakiya, and destroyed 
two houses belonging to Salam al Asad.

On September 13, the National Council for Planning 
and Building rejected the opposition to the program 
for individual farms in the Negev. According to the 
program, entitled “the Wine Road,” 30 individual 
farms will be established - not part of any town - in 
the area under the jurisdiction of the Ramat HaNegev 
regional council. Despite the fact that many months 
will pass until the final approval of the program, 20
farms have already been established and populated. 
A number of organizations submitted statements of 
opposition to the plan, including: Adalla, Adam Teva 
Va’Din (Man, Nature and Judgment) and Bimkom 
(In the Place). The Negev Coexistence Forum for Civic 
Equality opposed the program because according to 
its claims, the program is done in the framework 
of anti Bedouin “ethnic planning” that harms the 
fundamental principle of equality.

On September 19 a discussion took place in the 
internal committee concerning Ramat Hovav, 
evaluating the environmental conditions that exist 
today at Ramat Hovav and if there are environmental 
detriments to the inhabitants that live in the area. 
Dr. Ilana Bellmaker, a representative of the Health 
Ministry, claimed that a survey that was conducted 
in the area discovered a connection between homes 
near the site and health problems in the Bedouin 
sector, and thus it goes without saying that this 
gives reason to conduct further evaluations in order 
to check if there really is a connection between the 
two or not. The total cost of an evaluation of this 
nature is about 350,000 shekels a year and it would 
continue for 5-6 years. The Ramat Hovav industrial 
council replied in opposition to an evaluation, 
saying that it is willing to help pay the cost but not 
to be involved with its implementation. Mr. Giora 
Hamiuhas, head of the Ramat Hovav industrial 
council, said that “in the three month period of 
monitoring in the Bedouin “pezura” (area of scattered 
Bedouin settlement in the Negev) and in the three 
month period of monitoring the Negev junction, the 
same picture returns that was presented in the past: 
concentrations of the chemical compound that were 
found, according to every existing measurement, are 
significantly less than concentrations that would
endanger the health of the popul

On September 26, a mega demonstration took place 
against housing demolitions in the front of the court 
building and the Office of the Interior in Beer Sheva.
The demonstration was organized by the council for 
unrecognized villages. Hundreds of people marched 
in a giant procession from the Bedouin Shuk to 
across the Government District Building (Kiryat 
HaMemshala) where the demonstration took place.

On October 2, dozens 
of cars drove from the 
Shoket junction in the 

Negev in the direction of Jerusalem, in protest of 
the policy of house demolitions of the Arab citizens 
of the Negev and the dispossession of their lands. 
The caravan stopped across from the office of the
Prime Minister, and the passengers carried out a 
demonstration in conjunction with Arab members 
of Knesset and representatives of the Va’adat 
HaMeakev (The Tracking Committee of Israeli 
Arabs).

With regards to the petition of the Adalla 
organization to the High Court of Justice: 
October 17, the State announced a revocation of a 
prerequisite of army service as needed to submit a 
request for land acquisition in Arab Bedouin towns. 
The State’s response also clarified that in April
2005 the procedure was changed regarding Israelis 
married to spouses without citizenship status, and 
since then assistance must be granted in acquiring 
housing for these couples, under the condition 
that the non-Israeli member of the couple takes 
up residence in Israel. The petition also attacks 
Decision No. 1028 of the Israel Land Authority (from 
May 2, 2005), which provides those who served in 
the IDF or in the security forces a notable benefit,
such as a significant discount on the purchase of
land. The State was given time to respond regarding 
this issue.

On October 27, 2005 the Adalla organization 
petitioned the High Court of Justice to provide 
transportation for children who live in the 
unrecognized village A-Za’arura in the Negev to the 
kindergarten in Kseife, or alternatively, to create 
structures in the village to serve as a kindergarten for 
these children (ages 3-4). The High Court of Justice 
was requested to urgently conduct a discussion 
regarding the petition, since 280 three- and four-
year old children who live in A-Za’arura, continue 
to remain in their houses since the beginning of the 
school year and are not attending kindergartens.

On October 6, in the continuing discussions of the 
High Court of Justice case 1991/00, which requested 
from the planning institutions that are preparing the 
Negev regional districting project (project 4/14/23) 
to include the Bedouin citizens in the planning of 
the Negev and to combine suggestions for solving 
the issue of Bedouin settlement and to evaluate the 
method of village settlement as one of the solutions 
to the Bedouin settlements, lawyer Bana Shugri 
Badarna responded on behalf of the petitioners 
that “the program that is taking place confirmed the
petitioners’ suspicions, the defendants seemingly 
included the petitioners in the planning in order 
to push forward the plan, which does not give a 
suitable answer to the policy of discrimination in 
the planning against the Bedouin Arab population 
in the Negev, in opposition to the commitment 
of the defendants. The plan being created, if it is 
approved for use, will constitute a continuation of 
a planned discriminatory policy and will delay the 
evaluation of planning solutions to the unrecognized 
Bedouin villages in the Negev for dozens of years to 
come. The past has already proven, that without 
supervision of the court, the defendants would not 
allow representatives of the Bedouin population to 
speak their voices during the planning stages of the 
program.”

In a letter that was sent to the residents of Omer by 
members of the Tarabin tribe, whose transfer from 
the Omer region to a new town south of Rahat was 
supposed to take place in the last couple of months, a 
bleak situation is depicted: only part of the residents 
agreed to reparations for their transfer to a new 
town. According to their claims, Pini Badash, the 
head of the Omer Regional Council, the Bedouins 
“do not act in good faith and used us as a bargaining 
chip against other families from the tribe” when 

they ignored the agreement they signed with some 
of the families in 1999 and reached a new agreement 
with another section of the family, something that 
caused a great rift in the tribe. The residents added 
that “in light of the definite lack of confidence we
felt towards the council management and towards 
Pini Badash…we are determined today, more than 
before, to continue to live in the Tarabin tribe where 
we were born, grew up and lived, since 1961 and to 
be an inseparable part of Omer…”

“The government detailed the Negev project 
- organizations claim that the goal is the Judaization 
of the area,” is an article by Yoav Stern in the 
Haaretz newspaper from September 22. The article 
argues that the State of Israel handed the Negev 
project to private hands. The newspaper revealed 
that at this time, the offices of the government are
being presented with one of the biggest plans to ever 
address the development of the Negev. The plan is 
being executed, contrary to usual conventions, by a 
private company named Daroma Idan HaNegev Ltd. 
(Southward: The Age of the Negev, Ltd.) and not by a 
governmental body. The Daroma company prepared 
the project, and signed a contract with the office of
the Prime Minister about three years ago. Tal Dilian, 
one of the founders of the company, claims that “the 
project’s goal is to develop the Negev, including all 
of the populations that are located in it, and in this 
context we have focused especially on the Bedouin 
population. The project stipulates that the Bedouins 
must be integrated in all of the development efforts.” 
The plan also was presented in front of the American 
government in order to recruit funds for the area 
and includes a project for the creation of 100 more 
individual farms.

Increase in Police 
Violence: On November 
15, 2005, inspectors of 

the Interior Ministry, accompanied by large police 
forces, arrived at the unrecognized village Bir 
Al-Mashash, located southeast of the Beer Sheva 
- Dimona road, in order to issue demolition orders 
for the homes of the village. On the scene, a great 
riot broke out when the residents of the village, men 
and women, blocked the police’s way and protected 
their homes. The police forces were backed up by 
large numbers of special patrol officers and harmed
anyone that stood in their way, and tried by force 
to allow for the hanging of demolition notices 
while firing in the air and using clubs. 13 injured,
including 5 pregnant women, were admitted for 
medical treatment at Soroka Hospital in Beer Sheva. 
One of the women aborted her fetus as a result of 
the beatings she endured. A television cameraman 
from the HOT network, that apparently refused to 
give the officers the footage he shot at the location,
was beaten and rushed to the hospital. 42 residents 
of the village were arrested during the incident. 
Following the events, an assembly of solidarity 
took place in the village which was organized by the 
regional council of unrecognized villages.

On November 23, the High Court of Justice tabled 
a petition to connect Inas Al-Atrash’s family to an 
electrical network or to provide her with a generator. 
This request was made so that the three-year-old Al-
Atrash, a Bedouin girl infected with cancer, would be 
able to receive treatment that requires her medicine 
to be stored in a home refrigerator. This hard-
heartedness was expressed by the judges in their 
ruling, saying that “it was the appellants’ decision 
to establish their home in an unidentified town, with
the knowledge that because of this they would not be 
able to be connected to basic infrastructures.”

On November 29, a discussion took place on a 
petition that was submitted to the Supreme Court by 
Arab citizens from the unrecognized villages in the 
Negev and from different organizations, including 
the Forum for Coexistence in the Negev, against the 
destruction of thousands of dunams of agricultural 
crops by chemical pesticide spraying. According to 
the Israel Lands Authority, the spraying was done 
in order to enforce the rights of the State to the 
lands. The court decided to put a hold on the interim 
order that prevents the Israel Lands Authority 
from spraying agricultural crops belonging to Arab 
citizens living in unrecognized villages in the Negev 
until it reaches a ruling in the coming months.

August

September

October

November



Report from the Judicial Aid Project - A New Reason for Negating Citizenship
Below is one story of many which we encounter 
within the context of the Judicial Aid Project run 
by the Forum:

“Maryam” (a pseudonym) is a 45 year old 
Palestinian woman who has been married to an 
Israeli citizen for about 30 years and lives in the 
Negev. Recently, Maryam submitted a request 
for naturalization, in order to receive an identity 
card and passport needed in order to fulfill the
religious obligation of the hajj to Mecca.

Maryam said that in the past she was 
uninterested in obtaining an identity card or 
an Israeli citizenship because all of her children 
were born in Soroka Hospital and received Israeli 
identity cards and stipends from the national 
insurance, and thus felt no need to obtain a 
citizenship.

Sliman Abu Zaid, coordinator of the Judicial 
Aid Project, heard Maryam’s testimony: “In 
the coming months, registration begins for the 
pilgrimage to Mecca. I don’t have an Israeli 
identity card, I don’t have a Palestinian or 
Jordanian or Israeli passport. Because of this, I 
am not allowed to make a pilgrimage to Mecca. 
Even my sister, who married a couple of years 

after me and lives in our area, was given an 
identity card. Only I am not permitted.”

For months she has been trying to obtain an 
identity card, and each time she is sent from 
place to place and from committee to committee. 
Finally, Maryam said, “I am sick of Liz.”

When Abu Zaid asked “Who is Liz,” Maryam 
responded: “Who doesn’t know Liz, hii nazla 
fi al-arab kas (she cuts down all of the Arabs),
she is the receptionist at the Interior Ministry. 
She has never spoken one nice word to me. Only 
yesterday I returned from the latest committee. 
She babbled a couple of words to me in Hebrew 
and told me with a smile, ‘Ruhi lil-beit  [go 
home], ma’am.’ So I understood that that was 
it, that I cannot make a pilgrimage to Mecca.” 
Maryam burst into tears.

Abu Zaid, who has been the manager of the 
Judicial Aid project for the Arab population in 
the Negev for two years, says that this is the first
time that a Bedouin woman has cried in front of 
him. He examined a letter the Interior Ministry 
gave him. A registration clerk by the name of 
Ronit wrote the order for postponement of the 
naturalization request with the following words: 

“You don’t have any know-how of the Hebrew 
language.”
Abu Zaid was astonished. He says that it is very 
bizarre that it took the clerk a couple of years to 
arrive at this conclusion. How did Ms. Samira 
sit with her in the Interior Ministry numerous 
times? What language did they speak together? 
Maybe Amharic? Maybe they spoke half Arabic 
spoken by a Jewish woman and half Hebrew 
spoken by a Bedouin woman? In this context, 
It is interesting to ponder what is Israeli citizen 
Stanley Fisher’s level of Hebrew.

After an investigation into the law, it seems 
that the law in the State of Israel, which names 
Arabic as an official language, allows the
manager of a population to postpone a request 
for Israeli citizenship because of “a lack of know-
how of the Hebrew language.”

The Judicial Aid project is operated by the Negev 
Coexistence Forum for Citizen Equality and 
provides assistance and court representation 
free of charge. Seven volunteer lawyers take part 
in the project. Hours of reception take place in 
the Shatil offices in Beer Sheva on Tuesdays
from 9:00-12:00. For more information, call 
050-7701119.

Membership and Participation in the Forum
The Forum was 
first established

as an organization dependent on volunteers and 
voluntarism, by citizens who understand that 
without community action and intervention, 
government policies in the Negev lead to injustice, 
hostility and a depressing future for the Negev and 
the country as a whole. The Forum’s goals are to 
push equal rights further and forward and to 
promote tolerance and coexistence in the Negev.

We invite you to join us to help advance the 
goals of the Forum as they are outlined in this 
newsletter. If you are interested in doing so you 
can participate in any of these above-mentioned 
activities, even those already underway. The 
Forum is open and pleased to receive ideas and 
new initiatives for additional activities.

In addition, the Forum needs volunteers to carry 
out specific roles such as:
1) To develop and maintain the Forum’s website.
2) To translate texts from Hebrew to Arabic and 

English and in the opposite directions.
3) To develop projects for topics such as: group 

meetings between the Jewish and Arab 
communities of the Negev, for youth, women 
and senior citizens.

4) To participate in visits to the victims of the 
policy of house demolitions in the Bedouin 
villages of the Negev.

5) To investigate instances of the policy of work 
discrimination because of ethnic origins.

6) For spokespersons and public relations 
persons to face the media and general public.

7) To co-ordinate volunteers activities.
8) To co-ordinate Knesset lobbying activities.

Due to the economic situation and NGO 
regulations persons wishing to join the Negev 
Coexistence Forum are encouraged to pay a 
membership fee as follows: Individuals - 40 NIS, 
families - 60 NIS, students and others who wish to 
pay a reduced fee - 20 NIS.
* Further information regarding the Negev 

Coexistence Forum for Civil Equality can be 
obtained from details at the bottom of the page, 
or through the Internet at www.dukium.org.

* We shall be pleased to receive the addresses 
of potential readers of the newletter, or ideas 
for other subjects considered suitable to be 
included in the newsletter.

* If you no longer desire to receive this 
newsletter, or if you receive the newsletter 
also via the Internet, or if you are interested in 
receiving this newsletter via the Internet and 
not through the post, please inform us.

The Negev Coexistence Forum for Civil Equality is an independent non-party organization that was established in 1997 by Arabs and Jews - Israeli citizens 
who live in the Negev. The Forum’s aim is to provide a framework for Jewish-Arab co-operation as a basis for a common struggle for equal civil rights and to 
promote tolerance and coexistence in the Negev. The Forum’s activities are carried out on a voluntary basis, or funded by private foundations, in particular 
The New Israel Fund. These activities include meetings and social events between the communities, information drives, environment justice campaigns, 
recognition of the unrecognized Bedouin villages of the Negev, legal aid and representation, the struggle for employment equality in the Negev and so on.
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Photography Exhibit at the Jerusalem Theater: The photography exhibit of 
photographer Elisheva Smith on the subject of the unrecognized villages in the 
Negev will open in the middle of the month of January at the Jerusalem Theater. 
The exhibit takes place in conjunction with, and with the support of, the Negev 
Coexistence Forum for Civil Equality. The exhibit will open with speeches from 
professional art photographers and a representative of the Negev Coexistence 
Forum for Civil Equality.
The opening exhibit takes place on January 17 at 7 p.m. in the Jerusalem Theater. 
Before and after the opening, those interested will meet in Yan’s Tea House near 
the theater, to continue to discuss the subject of the unrecognized villages.
For details: Elisheva—04-6272108, Rami—054-4204672.

Opening Event of the Arab-Jewish House in Beer Sheva: The opening event for 
the Arab-Jewish Culture Center in Beer Sheva, which is supported at this time 
by the Negev Coexistence Forum for Civil Equality, takes place on Wednesday, 
January 18, at Ben Gurion University. In the program: a performance by the 
Rababba-Tor band and a discussion between Arab and Jewish spiritual leaders. 
For details: Chaya—050-8634050.

Photography Exhibit and Stories in Holon: Artist Tal Adler will present an 
exhibit of photos and stories that were collected in the last three years in 35 
unrecognized villages in the Negev. The exhibit opens Saturday night, January 
21, in the Digital Art Center in Holon.
Located in the center is an information room on the subject of the Bedouin 
population in the Negev, with the support of the Negev Coexistence Forum 
for Civil Equality. Different materials will be presented that deal with the 
unrecognized villages in the Negev, the difficulties of the Bedouins in the Negev,
and the Forum’s activities. Details: Tal—054-4734004.

Report to the UN on Racist Discrimination: At the end of February 2006, 
the UN Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination (CERD) will 
be presented with a periodic report on the State of Israel’s advancement in 
achieving the UN’s International Convention on the Elimination of all forms of 
Racial Discrimination (CERD), to which Israel is bound. At this time, different 
organizations will present an alternative report that harshly criticizes the State’s 
report. A number of Negev organizations, including the Negev Coexistence 
Forum for Civil Equality, the Regional Council for the Unrecognized Villages, 
the Arbaiim [Fourty] Organization, and the Israeli Committee Against House 
Demolitions, took part in drafting the section of the report that deals with 
discrimination against the Negev Bedouin population.

Upcoming Activities


